r —_—_}_—— 


SERM ON 


Preach d to the 


SOCIETIES 


FOR 


Reformation of Manners. 
At the Pariſh-Church of St. ens fory „ 


Upon ny December the 3 w_ I POL 


* — Fm 


—_— * "Ys 


By the Righ Revere F e in God; 


WIII I £ M Load oy of Lincoln, 
44, A . a 


8 LONDON: 


Inn-Gate i in Holborn, 1 706. 


_ 


Printed by NV. B. for RICHARD $A Kk, at Oray's- 


4 


C. 0 K. W. 18. 
While we ook not at the Things 1 are 


ſeen, but at the Things which are not 
ſeen: Br the Things which are ſeen are 


Temporal, hut the 12 5 which are 


not ſeen are Encenal. | 


le Words have Go pſy = Depes 
dance — 'erſes , that 
we ay conſider agony Jake of the 
One, before we can make any Rational Expoſi- 
ion of the Other. In che beg ginning of chis 3 
ter, the Apoſtle having vindicated the Diligence and 
Sincerity that had been uſed both by Himſelf, 
and — Other Preachers of the Goſpel, in the 
Diſcharge of their Miniſtry; goes onVorſ, the 7th, 
to repreſent to the Corinthians how many Diff 


culties they had met with, and what Dangers | 


they had run, upon the Account of it. We ave 
troubled (lays He) on De frae, yet not diſtreſſed: | 
e are perplexed, yet not in Deſpair : Porſecuted, 
but not forſaken : Caft down, but vot * yed : = 
ways bearing about in the Boch 


Lord Jeſus, that "the Life TY of Tele 50 be vob 


mate manifefÞ> in Our Body. 


But tho; duch were the Tryals to which the ga. ..:: 
cre diſcharge -of their Miniſtry hadexpoſed them, l 
OT" har... 


| 
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that it was even a Miracle that they were ſtill 


it; yet was not this any matter of Diſcourage. 
ment, much leſs of Deſpair, to Them; whilſt 


to Other Men; but were moreover laying up for 


how much the nearer they came to the End of 
it; For which Cauſe, continues the Apoſtle, Ve 
faint not: But tho' our Outward Man periſh , yet 


that the Import of them muſt be this: That tho 


alive, and in a condition to go on in the Work of 


they knew that they were not only doing the 
greateſt Good that it was poſſible for them to do 


Themſelves a glorious Reverſion of Honour and 
Happineſs in God's Kingdom. On the contrary, 
the Aſſurance thereof, joyned with their earneſt 
Deſire of attaining unto it, made them proceed by 
ſo much the more vigourouſly in their Courſe, by 


our Inward Man is renewed Day by Day. ----- Whilſt 
we look not at the things which are ſeen," but at the 
things which are not ſeen: For the things which 
are ſeen are Temporal, but the things which are not 
ſeen are Eternal. = | 

From which account of theſe Words, as they 
thus ſtand with relation to the Context, it appears 


the firſt Publiſhers of the Goſpel met with great 
Oppoſition, and were forced to run thro many 
Dangers, in the Proſecution of their Miniſtry ; yet 
when they conſider d how much Good they did 
to Mankind by it, and what a Glorious Reward 
they were to receive Themſelves for it; They 
were ſo far from growing weary of their Employ, 
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or . diſcouragedin it; that they went on with 
Conſtancy, and even with Chearfulneſs, to encoun- 
ter all the Pride and Malice, all the Prejudices 
and Perverſneſs of a wicked World: And choaghe 


no Labours or Difficulties too great to be under- 
gone by them now, which ſhould intitule them 


to ſuch an eee Bleſſing to all Eternity. 
This is the plain, and literal Meaning, of the 
Words before us; and will afford Us theſe Two 
Practical Obſervations, for the Subject of the fol. 
lowing Diſcourle : | 
1. That Thoſe who ſhall attempt to do any : 
great Good in the World, and make it their 
buſineſs to Correct the Errors, or to Reform 
the Vices of it; muſt expect to meet with 
much Oppoſition; and to be expoſed often- 
times to the , and Malice, of Ignorant 
and Wicked Men. | 
Il. That this ought not to be any Diſcourage- 
ment to Them in ſuch their Endeavours ; 
- confidering both the great Good they are 
hereby doing to Mankind at the preſent ; 
and the glorious Reward which they Fhem- 
 felves ſhall be ſure to receive for it, at the 
Laſt Day. 
And 1ſt, That thoſe who ſhall attempt to do 
any great Good in the World, and make it 
their buſineſs to Correct the Errors, or to 
Reform the Vices of it, muſt expect to meet 


with much. Oppoſiti iow, and to be expos d 
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oſftentimes to the Rage and Malice of Igno- 
rant and Wicked Men. e 
This is indeed a very melancholy Remark; but 
withal tis a Remark, the Truth of which the Ex- 
perience of all Ages Confirms to Us. Never was 
there a time in which ſuch Perſons were generally 
ſo well receiv d as they ought to have been: Nor, 
whilſt Sin and Ignorance prevail among Men, will 
there ever be a time in which they muſt expect ſo 
ro be. 

It would engage me in too large a Subject of 
Diſcourſe, to look back into the Hiſtories not only 
of the Old and New Teſtamem, but of Profane Wri- 
ters; and from thence particularly ſhew you what 
a perverſe Entertainment the Holy Prophets and 
Apoſtles, nay, and even the Philoſophers them- 
felves have met with, in their {ſeveral Ages and 
Countries. How little Good they have been able 
to do with all their Exhortations; and that tho 
they have Enforced them with the Expreſs Au- 

thority of a Divine Miſſzon. Bo 

rer .. Noah was a Preacher of Righteouſneſs to the 
I Old World. He foretold the Deluge that was to 

| deſtroy the Earth; and continued a hundred Years 
together, to exhort Thoſe of His Age to Repent, 
A that they might eſcape it. Yet neither his Prophecy, 

| nor his Advice, had the leaſt Influence upon Them; 
nor could he perſwade ſo inuch as One ſingle Fa- 

i mily to Reform and'to Save Themſelves. | 

Lot was in Sodom, what Noah was in the World: 


—— — 
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Hie had receiv d the Miniſters of God's Vengeance 
into his Houle; and there were but a fe Hours 
remaining, ere the whole City was to be Wonder. 
fully conſumed, Yet with all theſe Advantages, 85 
could not that Good Man prevail even with his Own 
Children to ariſe and forſake the Place; tho He 
aſſur'd them that if they ſtay d, 158 ſhould Fan 
together with it. Ri 

And if we look into the Times that follow'd af 
ter; What Tryals, what Afflictions did thoſe Holy 
Men undergo, whom God im their ſeveral Ages 
raiſed up to Admoniſh and to Reform his People? 
Tho they fpake in his Name, and it was not doubt. 
ed but that they did it by his Authority, yet were 
they not regarded: But inſtead of Repenting at 
their Admonition, they Hardned their Hearts; and 
not only Rejedted the Meſſages of God, but Perſe- 
cuted Thoſe who delivered Them. 

'Twas a ſevere Reproach which St. Sephen "OR 
was himſelf juſt ready to ſuffer by their hands upon 
the fame account) caſt upon the Fews to this Pur. 
pole; Ads vit. 51. Te ſtiff necked, and uncireumci. 
ſed in Hearts, and Ears; Te db alway reſiſt the Holy 
_ As your Fathers did, fo do F: Which of the 

Prophets have not your Fathers Perſecuted'?' But 
the Author to the Hebrews is more particular, Ch. xt. 
37. Where ſpeaking of the ſame Holy Men, he 
tells Us; that They were floned'; were ſawn eres 
were tempted; were ſlizin with the Sword- They 

dred about in Sheep Skins, ond Geet Shine; 2 
—— afflicted, — | 
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Such was the Reception which the Jews of Old 
gave to their Prophets; and to the reſt of thoſe 
Excellent Men, who in their Zeal towards God, 
and out of a true concern for his Service, would 
have perſwaded them to live more worthy of Both. 
And if we look into Prophane Hiſtories, the Exam- 
le of Socrates alone, may ſuffice to ſhew, that the 
caſe of Good Men, and Great Reformers, was not 
at all better among the Heathens, than it was among 
the Jews. With what intolerable Scurrility was He 
expoſed on their very Theatres? What Scandals 
were raiſed againſt him by Impudent and Flagitious 
Accuſers? And when this could not reſtrain Him, 
but he reſolved ſtill to Go'on to reprove and in- 
ſtruct them, and did it with a competent, good 
Succeſs too; How did they at laſt accompliſh his 
Death, and put an end to his Correction and his 
Life together? | . 
I ſhall not need to tell you what was the Caſe 
of the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel. The very Chap- 
Fer. 5, Se. ter before Us ſufficiently proves how troubleſome, 
= how dangerous it was. God bleſſed the Work, 
4 and it proſper d in their hands. But the Men ſut- 
£ fered, tho' the Religion Conquer'd; and they ſa- 
C ved Others, for the moſt part at the Expence of 
= their own Lives. 3 | 
4 And when in the following Ages Chriſtianity it 
1 ſelf became Corrupted, ſo that it ſtood in need of 
| a Reformation ; It is well known with what vio- 
1 lent Oppoſition that Good Work was encountrecz 
ENT 
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and hoyr ĩt coſt but little leſs Blood to Reſtore the . 
Goſ] pel to its primitive Purity, than it had _ to 
Plant it; at the beginning, in the World. ; 
| Such has been the General Rverſeneſs gf: Man: 
kind againſt all Amendment! And ſo Unwilling ate 
moſt Men to be made, either Wiſer, or Better! 
And for the Reaſons of it, they may, Iconceive, 
be reduced to theſe W...... 
(1% The Nature of the Mork it ſelf. And, 
(2.) The rarer of ee are to: be 
wrought upon by it. 
(i.) As for what concerns s the Mane off PO Work 
it ſelf; it is not only Difficult, but Ung tefal. It 
requires: great Skill: and Prudence in — 
ment; and can hardly ever be ſo cautiouſly and in- 
offenſi vely carried on, as not to miniſter ſome Oc 
caſion of Reſentment! to thoſe /e ate of all 
others the moſt dangerous to he Hrovo d. 
If we. conſider the former patt of it, Thee Refortra- 
tins; of Mens Mlanners; it is certain: that! as well as 
they generally Iove theiſ VNices, yet there are bur 
few, who have the Conſidenceito ſtund up in the 
Defence of them. Sin is not only'ariTranſpreflion 
of the Law of God, but contrary; to Mens on 
| Reaſon... It is as reproachful to Themſelves, as:it 
anbe ſcandalous to Qrheraz\atlapon all thoſe ac 
counts will not admit of any ogy: Whilſt 
Conſcience Pe ATTLASY the proof and 
convinces: them that they have deſerved that 
Name, which therefore * . ae 
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N the moſt Charitable Admonitions to. 5 with 
tbem. 

Now there is nothing in 5 5 World that Men are 
generally more tender of, chan Reproueh : To be 
found out in theit worſt and weakeſt Part; and not 
41 be able to defend themſelves in what they have 

done -amils. And when to this we ſhall add the 
Love which they commonly have for their Vices, 
and that Intereſt which their Luſts, by a long In. 
dulgence, gain upon their Hearts; * wonder if 
we ſee them very hard to be dealt wah in a ntter 
that is, upon ſo many accounts, contrary to their 
moſt violent Paſſions :\(And averſe tothoſe Admo- 
nitions Which not only tend to deprive! them of 
their Pleaſures for the time to come; but do withal 
their Conduct; and beſpeak them to have 
lived as ſooliſhly, as _ en _— we in 
that which is pals'd. 101-1 
| Let w add to this NL 510 ns 
1 which ſuch Perſons are wont toentertain of the Du- 
ty ef Reprmancr. Whata oonceive 
it will be for chem to det their Lufts, when both 
Temptatinn hall aſſault them; and their oxwn-cor- 
rupt Deſites ftriveg for à Compliance wirh it. How 
i| hard the Exerciſes of Confeſſum, Morti ration, and 
the like Funitenial Offices appear to an habitual Sin- 
ner; which yet muſt be undergone, or he can have 
no hope of Gods Tewel All cheſe net only 
affipht Wicked Men from a Change of Life, but in- 
dilpoſe diem to N Deſires of it: And render 


n — 
— TO 


them 
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ſcience, rect; nar yet wit haut a violent 


ſeem ton thinlt hümſelß Wiſer than they are 


their Liwes taken it fon granted that 
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them imparient of bearing ſuch Advice as they 
can neither wit liout Shame, and Terrour af Con- 
Struggle, 


and ha Cds of Mind, have 193 n, 


of complying Wichal l 11 dt bas e 


Ie is true, as to the other Part of tus Wark, The 
CorreSling of Mens Errors, there may ſeem not tobe 
altogether fo much Difticulty i in that. Here our 
Paſſions have not ſo ntar an Intereſt; nor are there 
any ſuch vehement Reluctances in TYRE! Nature 
to change à fate 
Habit. And yet we fee how obftinate' Men are, 
oftentimes; on this fide alſo. What a Diſhonour 
they wenn Ne to be! cocthems,; that another ſhould 


how hardly they will.be-conviriced n ee 

been miſtaken in any Thing. 
But eſpenially, if an Qpinoa be gen 

rate; If they haue been Hred up iti ic; and have all 


they were in 


i it to them to be 


the right; What 2 


told char they haue been all dh -while in the 


wrong? Hor hardly do they believe it? And 


Opinion, as to Re forma Wicked 


Ae 1 And : 


. — 


e. 15 


with Difficulty ate they brought to contider the 


Reaſons that are offered to convince them of itꝰ 
So ſtrong is the Power of Prejudice, that it of- 
tentimes blinds the cleareſt Judginent; and diſ- 
poles even thoſe who think themſelves the freeſt 
from it, rather to acquicſce in an accuſtomed Error, 
"ol to exchange it for a certain, but new Truth. 
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But they-are not only Mens Prejudices, that in 
this caſe, are to be encounter d with; tho that 
alone were enough to make the Work of Conv+- 
4 ction go but ſlowly on: Their Intereſts and Aﬀe- 
ions, their Luſts and their Paſſions, are frequently 
= concern d too; and then tho you ſhould convince 
it them, yet they will not be 
1 Tl ulis was the caſe of many, upon the firſt publiſh 
z of Chriftianity. The common People were eaſi ily 
fatiafied both of the Truth and Authority of it. 
They ſaw the Miracles of our Bleſſed Sawiour, and 
his Apoſtler; and they weigh d: their Argumente 
They had no Intereſts to blind, no Prejudices to 
hyaſs them: And there fore they cltarly perceived 
the Force, and ſubmitted to the Reaſonableneſs of 
—̃— to. them. But the Scribes and 
| 5 Phariſees were in other Ciraumſtances. They had a 
Mar xiii long time fate in Moſes: Chair; and had gotten the 
ECondudt of the people wholly into their on hands: 
| By this they made their Gain; and for this they 
l were had in Honour and Admiration.. And this Ho. 
| nour, and this Gain, they could not endure to part 
with: And therefore not all the Miracles of Chriſt, 
3 nor all his Reaſoning z no, nor all the Prophecies of 
| | their own Law, could. convince them of a Au. 
| thority- | 
q And when about two ended Yeats ago, God 
| 2 01 up ſome Wiſe and Good Men to Reform his 
| Church, and to reſtore the Doctrine and Worſhip 


; | ati it, to. its ancient —— we know. with what 
il | 
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Obſtinagy.the Court of Rome, and the Clergy of that 
Communion withſtood their Endeavours: And we 
know how much it was their Intereſt ſo to do. In 

plain Ferms, Purgatory, and Maſſes, and Indulgen-- 


cies, were too Profitable; Infallibility and the Head- 
ſhip of the Church too Glorious; Confeſſion and Ab- 
ſolution too Politick Errors to be parted with. The 
outward Pomp of. Ceremonies and Proceſſions; the: 
Multitude of their Sacraments; their Images and 
KRelique ; their-Exorciſms, Unctiums, and the like: 


Superſtitions, were too Charming to the Eyes, and 


Ears: of the People, to be given up to Reaſon and 


Argument: And it held true here, as it ever will 


do in all other Caſes, that where Reaſon is againſt; 
Men; there Men will be againſt Reaſon, let the 
Evidence of it be never ſo clear and convictive. 


ce could we he, fo impertial in our Judg- 


ments, as to be wholly indifferent to either ſide. 
of the Concluſion: Were it in matters of F raclice 
and Piety, as it is in Mathematica Propoſit ions; 


where Truth only is ſought, and Reaſon is leſt to. 


its free Determination; it would be no hard mat - 


ter, nos very ungrateful. neither; to correct Mens 


Notions, whatever it were to reform their Man- 


ners. But when the one is done with a deſign: to- 


influence the other; and Mens Opinions are cor- 
rected in order to the Regulating of their Lives 
by them; tis plain, that in ſuch a caſe: their-Luſts: 
and Paſſions are as much concern d to defend their: 
Errors, 28 they are to continue on in. their Vi 
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and therefore they will no more be . id 
to change the one, than to part wich the other. · 
Such Difficulty is there in the Nature of the Work 
it (elf, of Reforming Mens Manners, and of Correct. 
ix thofe Notions by which their ev PraSices-. are 
ſupported. Nor is there ary leis tobe expected. 
(2.) From the Condition of thoſe who are to be 
2wrought upon by us > Who are commonly the wor- 
ſer kind of Men; and for that reaſon the moſt 
dificulr to be either perſwaded, or rechimed. 
It is one of the ill Effects of Sin, that by long 
Cuſtom and an habitual Practice, it not only blinds 
the Underſtanding, but hardens the Heart too. It 
corrupts Mens Principles, as well as their Manners; 
and renders them, by degrees, as uncapable of 
judging what is right, as they are unwilling to be 
led by it. And when once Men are arrived to fuch 
a State, what can be done for them? 
This was the Caſe of the Heathen World here- 
rofore; and is by St. Paul as the jaft 
Judgment of God upon chem for their Impieties. 
Row. i. 21, 28. Becaxſe when they knew God, 725 5 
glorified him not as God, neither were thankful, but 
became wain in their Imazinations, and their fooliſh 
Heart was blinded; Therefore God gave them over 
to a reprobate Mind. And when KA conſider the 
| Obſtinacy of many now-adays, both in their Er- 
rors, mar in their Sins: How impatient they are 
of good Advice; and what an unplecable Hatred 
wy conceive againſt thoſe who give it; we aſt 
Jultly 
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jultly fear that it proceeds from the ſame Cauſe. 

2 have reſiſted the Grace of God's Holy Spi- 

| rit when he would have reclaim'd them; and now , 
| there is no more ſpace left them, either for Conv | 
Gon, or for Repentance. 
But this is not yet all: For in the Proſecution 
of ſuch a Reformation we muſt expect to meet 
not only with wicked Men, but with a wicked 
World: Maſt oppole a Torrent, and ſtand in the 

Gap againſt whole Maltitudes who are ready to 
break in upon us on every fide. 

Now this will add ſtill more Difficulty to uch 
an Undertaking: Whilſt, by the Generality of 
its Prevalence, Sin gather, not only Strength, but 
Confidence; and encourages Men even to juſtiſie 
thoſe Crimes when they become pie” pra- 
dus d, which being he Ttogly would not have 
born "he leaft Excufe. 

Tis true, Cuſtom cannot alter the Nature of 
things; nor the Praftice of the whole World make 
that not to be Evil, which in its own Nature is ſo. 
But yer when a Multirade does wickedly, it takes: 
off from the Scandal, tho it cannot leſſen the 
Gait > And Sin appears with fo mach the more 

Aſſurance, by how much the greater che Num- 
ber is of thoſe who commit t. 
And this yet more encreaſes the Trouble, as 
well as enlarges the Work of drawing Men off bond 

their Sins ; and of convincing them of the Hei- 
ufd of them. Even: good Men are but too 
_k 
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apt to indulge t themſelves 3 in Tach 1 upon 
this account, as they would otherwiſe be aſham d 
of; and to think there can be no great harm in 
doing that, which they ſee the Oenetality of Man. 
kind agree to do. To reſtrain Men in ſuch caſes, 
ſeems to look like a Deſign upon their Liberty: 
And all a Man commonly gets by the Attempt, is 
but the invidious Character of a preciſe, moroſe 
Caſuiſt, who would make the. way: to Heaven 
more narrow than indeed it is; or, at leaſt, than 
they can endure to think it ſhould DR... 4 

it were an eaſie matter to illuſtrate this Remark, 
in a great many Liberties tos commonly taken by 


ſome- who would be thought none of the worſt 
among us. But that one notorious Inſtance, of the 


Engliſb Stage, is more than enough to confirm the 


Truth of it. The Profaneneſs, the Lewdaeſs, the 
Scurrility of which, tho' it be of it ſelf Cuficient- 


ly evident; and has of late been fully laid open, 


beyond all reaſonable Contradiction; yet is it ſtil 
followed not only by the Looſer fort, but by many 
who one would think, ſhould deteſt ſuch SpeCta- 


cles : And by withdrawing themſelves altogether 


from it, ſhould add to its Scandal, and leave it (as 
it deſerves) to be a Neſt only of unclean Birds; 

not fit for any, who either deſire a good. Con- 
ſcience towards God, or value a fair Re putation 


Among Men, to reſort unto. 
And thus have I ſhewn, not only ae thoſe 
who will ſet themſelves to che buſi nel of Reform: 


ing 
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ing the World, muſt expect to meet with great 
: Diſconragements in the Proſecution of it; but for 
what Reaſons it is they muſt do ſo. That the 
or it ſelf is of a very ungrateful Nature; ſuch as 
Men are generally the moſt averſe to: And that the 
Perſons on whom it is to be exerciſed, are ſuch as 
have not only a more than ordinary Hatred for it; 
but will be ſure to ſet themſelves with all their in. 
tereſt and Induſtry to oppoſe it. | 
But what therefore muſt be done in ſuch a caſe? 
Muſt Men be left to themſelves, and not be at all 
contradicted in their Sins? Muſt we ſuffer Vice, 
like an overflowing Torrent, to carry all before it, 
and do nothing to put a ſtop to its Career? 
No, certainly | Neither the Glory of God, nor 
the Concern we ought to have for our common 
Salvation, will allow of ſuch a Remiſneſs. We 
muſt ſtem the Torrent, tho' we were ſure we ſhould 
be ſwallowed up by it: And be the more firm, and vi- 
gorous, in our Endeavours; by how much the more 
difficult, and dangerous, the undertaking may ſeem 
to be. This was David's Reſolution: heretofore, 
and ſhould be that of every good Man now; 
Fſ. cxix«) 126. It is time to work for the Lord; be- 
cauſe they have made void his Lam. Which there- 
fore brings me to the other Point 1 TREES to 
{peak to, . | 
II. That all this ſhould be no Dbeusgement 1 to 
us in our Endeavours, conſidering not only 


the Great Good we 2 hereby do to Mankind © 
„ 
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at the preſeut; but the g/orzous Reward which 
we our ſelves all be ſure to receive for it at 
the laſt Day. 
I hall ſay but very little to the former of theſe 
Motives, the great Benefit which aur Endeavours 
herein will bring to Others, becauſe it does not fall 
directly under the Conſideration of the Text, tho 
5 ee 7g tis one of the Arguments made uſe of 
to this purpoſe by St. Paul, at the i ath and 15th 
Verſes of this Chapter, and ſuch as ought to have a 
very great Weight with us. For, indeed, what can 
more become any Man than to render him ſelf a pub- 
lick Benefactor to thoſe among whom he lives ? 
To expend bimſelf for the advantage of others: 
And not think any Dangers roo great to be run, 
any Labours too grievous to be undergone, ſo he 
may = do fome eminent Good to the Publick by 
This is that. Heroick Temper of Miod t to which 
all Men have ever paid a ſingular: Regard. They 
have thought no Honours too Illuſtrious, no Ac- 
knowledgments toe high, for ſuch Services They 
have run their Reſentments of theſe things even 
into Superſtition and Idolatry; and worſhipp d 
thoſe as Gods after their Death, who had devoted 
themſelves to the publick Welfare of this Coun: 
try whilſt they lived. 
Nou that, in the preſent Caſe, chere ieebbly the 
greateſt good done to Mankind by fuchendeavours; 
and that whether we 1 them as fingle Fer. 


ſons, 
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— or with felattom be- PublickSoci Soeiety, ( which 


nothing can more eſtabliſſi chan Piety and Religion) 


no one who believes the Principles of Chriſtianity 
can poſſibly doubt. And therefore, were we to 
took no farther than this one thing; even this 


alone might fuffice both to excite us ro ir, and to 


endue us with F irmneſs and ne in the Pro- 


ſecution of it. 
But there is more than this to odge us in 


this caſe: For hereby we ſhall not only do the 


greateſt Good to others, but ſhall alfo take the fs 


reſt Method fo promote our Own Felicity. This is the 
Conſideration to which St. Paul referrs in the Words 
of my Text; and which I ſhall therefore at preſent 
inſiſt upon, as the great Motive to ſtir you up to 
the diſcharge of that Duty which he deſign d to 


encourage by it. Now the Force of this en, 


75 conſſſts in theſe Two Suppoſitions. 

(iſt,) That by endeavouring re promote the 
Piety of other Men, we _ nee ſceure our 
own Salvation! - 
( dh,) That che Alkwanee betobf 10 to Kir 
us up to overlook all Dangers and Diſcourage- 
ments, that __ ariſe to flop us in Rage our Endea- 
vours. And, 

(1) That by! elk to 
piety of other Men; we ſhall effefually Le e our 
own Salvation; - 

For, indeed; what chere Arche wer of a Man 
to de; e more highly to recommend him- 
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20. If any of you do err from the Truth, and oue 


Gee! to pretend by any thing we can do, to 


that we can, we fball ſtill be but un profitable Ser- 


ture is capable of fulfilling ; and we ſhall be re- 


ar to God's Favour and Acceptance? This is cruly 
to direct our Actions to the Glory of God, and the 
Honour of his Religion. And when to this we ſhall 
add, that tis to-exercile the higheſt Charity towards 
our Neighbour too; Iknow not what can be more 
deſired to ſhew, chat it muſt be allo moſt pleaſing 
to God, and profitable to the Salvation of that Per- 
ſon who diligently employs himfelf in it. 

Tis true, it is not poſlible for us, poor, finful 


merit of our Creator. When we ſhall have done All 


wants; for we ſhall fn have made a leſſer Im- 
provement of the Talents which he has committed 
to us, than we ought to have done; and than he, 
in Strictneſs, might have required of us. But yet 
by imploying our Time and Abilities to this pur- 
poſe, we ſhall the moſt nearly anfwer the ends 
for which we received both: We ſhall exerciſe our 
{elves in the nobleſt Work that a Rational Crea- 


warded. accordingly by God for it. 
Hence we may obſerve what extraordinary Pro- 
miſes God has been. pleaſed to make to fuch as do- 
this. They that are wiſe, fays Daniel; or rather, 
they who 3 others. ſo; Gall ſhine as the Bright- 
neſs of the Firmament, and they that turn many to 
Righteouſ? neſs, as the Stars 2 ever and ever. 
Dan. xin 3. Brethren, ſays St. James, Ch. v. 19, 
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convert him; let t bier know that he which converteth | 


the Sinner from the Errour of hi way, ſhall ſave a 


Soul from Death, and ſchall hide à Multitude of Sins: 


Nor are we to meaſure either the Certainty, or 


Greatneſs of our Reward, in this caſe, from 7 
Succeſs of our Labours, but from the Diligence and 


Sincerity of our Endeavors. If Men will be ob- 
ſtinate againſt all Conviction; if they will not hear- 
ken to us, tho we lay their Sins never ſo plainly 
before their Eyes, this ſhall not leſſen our future 


Hope; nor ſhould it therefore diſcourage our pre- 
{ent Diligence. We have done what became us, 


to. convince and reform them : Let them lake to it 


if they will not be reclaimed. 


Nay more; tho our Endeavours ſhould. m meet 


not only with a Diſappointment, but even with a 
Scorn, too: Tho' inſtead of doing our Brother 


good, we ſhould only bring ſome Evil or Danger 
upon our ſelves by it; yet whilſt we do not by 
aur Folly, or Imprudence, deſerve ſuch a return, 

we ſhall be ſo far from coming ever the more ſhort 6 


of God's Acceptance, that we ſhall rather be the 
more highly rewarded by him for it. This is truly 


to ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake ; and will intitle us: 
to the Promiſe of our Apoſtle: in the Words: before 
the Text, That our light: Aſflictions which are but 
for a Moment „ ſhall. w_ out for us 4 far more ex 
ceeding and. eternal W eight of Glory. 

So that howſoever the Caſe be with- us: ms 
ther We e labour with Succeſs, and God gives us a 


plentiful 


81 Don ee ee Yoo, 
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— Encreaſe now in his preſent Te: 05 | 
wherher we plow the Sand, and meer with nothing 
but Dangers and Diſapi s; yet (lf whilft 
we have this Teſtimony of var Conſtience to ſup. 
us, that we heartily deſire, and (according to 
our Ability) fincerely endeavour to promote the 
Honour of God; the Truth of Chriſtianicy ; and 
the Practice of Vertue and Piety in the World; | 
we may alſo be ſure that we ſhall be plenevufly 
rewarded for it; and find, in the end, that our 
Eabours have wot been in Sin in the Lors. 
Nou this, I ſay (24h) ought to be more than 
enough to encourage us to go on, againſt all Dan- 
gers and Diſcouragements chat may ne to faßte, 
to ſtop us in this Work. 9417 
For what is it, in effect but this that we We 
for? What have we to do in this World, but to 
be uſeful to Mankind, and to lay up a Provifion 
for our future Happinchs i in the next Let me add 
yet more; What is there beſides this, that is worth 
our living for? Let ſenſual, proud, ambirions Sin- 
ners, value as they will the Pleaſures, the Honours, 
and Intereſts of it; yer When alk is dots; ſuch is 
the Vanity that occurs in all our preſent Enjoy 
monts, that I cannot tell (a few particular Friend. 
ſhips, or Relations laid aſide) what a Man fhould 
wiſh to tarry one Day in this World for; but to do 
ſome Good; or at leaſt, to ſhew bis hearty! Deſi res 
and Inclinations fo to do-. 
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which 2 Man can takte in rhis preſent State; how 
much more ought we to'be all animated hatin, 


Wien we ſhall add to this, the glorious Proſpett 


of that Eternal Reward, which we” ſhall, by this 


means, ſecure to our ſelyes in the othet World. 
Where we ſhall not only be ſet intirely free from all 
the Troubles and Dangęrs we are here continually 
expos d to; but! ſhall be filled wich the Fruition 


of Took Happineſs and Delights, as: we ate how 


not able to utter or comprehenc 
Ia ſſew you, more particular | reat the 
Rewards OHV preſent pious ws in the 
Cauſe of God and Religion, "hall be? 110 by 
Conſequence, with wWhat Zeal we ſhould all of us 
price in che Promotion of ir! neither will the 
time permit, nor am I able in ary tolerabie Mes 
ſure to do it. It is enough that as we are ſuffi. 
ciently:(enſible of the Shortne(s,) and Uncertainty 
| of all preſent Enjoymetits?: b ate WC nd 
evidently! Aurel rk no 5 ond, Melk wee n *bnie"to- 
the end of them, bat we ſhall be tranllated᷑ to 4 
moſt bleſled and happy State; where we Mall reſt 
in Hope, and be entertain d with the'cleateſt Pro-. 
ſpect, and moſt earneſt Deſire of tht Gfeat L iy, 
when our Bodies being raiſed out of the Duſt, w 
| ſhall be; carried up ry vo dab Heaven ; and there 
remain fur e h e {10 200 : 
O! The Joy and Eeſtacy we Hall the be fra 


wich, will 3 


which 


un 7 all 6 our r Sins, and | 
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| == now incline us to them; and create ſo an 


ſtruggle and Contention within us; we ſhall Jive 
in the Preſence of God, full of Purity and full of 


Happmeſs. When no Paflions ſhall diſorder us, no 


Temptations aſſault us, no Dangers, no Poſſibilit 
of any farther Evils ſhall threaten or diſturb us! But 


we ſhall be wholly fill d with the Love of God; and 


a univerlal Charity and Affection towards due ano- 
ther! And be inſtated in the utmoſt Fruition of that 
peace and Comfort, which a perfect Innocence alone 
can give; and which; till we come to ſucha State, we 
cannot ſufficiently either expreſs or comprehend. | 
Who can ſeriouſly conſider with himſelf, and 
firmly believe, that by his preſent Endeavours he 
is lay ing up for himſelf fach a vaſt Reward; and 
not reſolve to go. on and do his Duty, let a wicked 
World never ſo much cenſure or oppreſs him for 
it? This is a Reflection that may be more than 
ſufficient. to ſtrengthen the moſt weak; and to ani: 
mate the moſt cold, and negligent Cbriſtian, into 
a hearty, Zeal for God's Glory, and his Brother's 
Salvation. And ſo, doubtleſs, it would do; would 


Men ſet it frequently: 3 in their view; and bring it 
home to their Conſciences; and not Gal their pre- 


Tent Intereſts, or Fears, to intercept the proſpect 


of it. But alas! This is our Misfortune : Theſe things 
are to be ſeen only by the Eye of Faith; they are 
not preſent to us; and we are guided by Senſe, 
more than by Reaſon, and ſeldom conſider either 
what we are, or whither. we are going. What 

| | 1s 
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is upon Earth we ſee, and we enjoy it too; What is 
in Heaven, we only believe and hope for: And we 
ſuffer our ſelves to be too eaſily deceived, and led 

away by the little imperfect Satisfactions we meet 
with here, from the Promiſes of thoſe Great and 
Eternal Bieſlings, which God has prepared os us 
in his Kingdom. 

This is our Folly; 1 would to God it were not 
our Fault too. And the way to correct it, is not 
to prove that the Happineſs of Heaven will be an 
abundant Recompence for all that we can ſuffer in 
our purluit of it; for that there can be no doubt 
of; but, if it be poſlible, to perſwade Men to bring 
theſe Thoughts often to their Remembrance: To 
walk by Faith, and not by Sight : To look not to the 
things that are ſeen, hut to the things that are not 
ſeen. This would effectuall y engage them on the 
purſuit of them ; and make them hearty and vigo- 
rous in the. diſcharge of their jk And they 

would then feel, — perceive, more ſenſibly. than 
I am able to repreſent it, what the Force — che 
Apoſtle s Argument in the Text 1 18 3 That the things. 
which are ſeen are Temporal, . but the Rings e 
are not ſeen, are Eternal. 8 

And thus have I done with the two Points1 pro- 
poſed to ſpeak to. I ſhall make a brief Application 
of the 4 — to our own Particular concern in it, 
and ſo conclude. 

And 1ſt, If there be lack juſt Grounds to > fear, 
both from the 3 of paſt Ages; ; and * 
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the Reaſon of the thing it ſelf. thatthoſe 
ſet themſelves to the 2 Work of correcting the 
Errors, or reforming the Vices of Mankind, muſt 
exp ec to meet with much Oppoſition, and to run 
2 many Difficulties in the doing of it; then 
ſhould the Conſideration hereof engage thoſe who 
have the Courage to go about it, to prepare their 
Minds for theſe Tryals; and not to be diſcouraged 
or affrighted, when they ſhall come upon thein. 
It is, Iconfeſs, a melancholy Conſideration, to 
think how: little he who labours the moſt indu- 
ſtriouſly in the Cauſe of Piety, muſt expeck to pre- 
vailagainſt the Luſts and Paſſions of Men. That in- 
ſtead of being likely to perſwade them to amend 
their Lives; and to reconcile themſelves to God; 
he ſhall only run the Hazard of provokil their 
Malice, and encreaft ing their Guile.” But however, 
if this be ehe Treatment we are to meet with, tis 
good to be prepated for it: al 0 re (hall bear it 
the meld eaſy: the leſs web erer a 
- Nay, but 24h; By propofing to our ſelves the 
Pa angers and Diſeouragements which ſuch a Work 
may be likely to bring along with it; we ſhall not 
= be the better prepared to expe} them; but 
ſhall moreover be cautioned to act the more wiſely 


and prudently, that fo, i" it be Pollible, we may 


+ 1 4? 


avoid them. 4 
There is hardly. any. thing, in the World more 
nice and difficult, than to manage good / Advice to 
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after what manner to apply it. How far to go; 
and where to give off in it. There are fe Men 

ſo obſtinate in their Sins, as not ta hay their ſoft 
Seaſons in which they may be:treated yith about 
them and, by a diſcreet Canduét; be poliibly 
reaſonꝰd out of them. And where che Wolle is in 
it ſelf ſo good, and the Suecels of iti of: ſo great ad. 
Conſdquence. eile Souls; pity it is, but that 
it ſhould be carried on with all the Advantages af 
Charity and Diſcretion; at leaſt ſſiould not he 
defeated, for waht: of a traſonable Care and [Cayj- 
tion in the Manage gement of i 91 Shuo 5, JI. 1 
To be — 5 is the way to make 


Men avoid our Company; to be ſure to he very 
erg are certaifiines in 2 0 


22 
+4 _ 


uncaſie in iti. 
ſome things are to be paſs d by em 40, 
fer' d to a more convenient Seaſon!; and very often 
an occaſional Hint will. ſinle deeper; into the Minds 
of ſame Perſons than a formal Reprodf. ft 1110 nt 
There is alſo a Care td be taken in., che man- 
ner of applying our Advice. Some muſt be calmly 
and tenderly dealt vit: We muſt conſult ich 
Tempers, as Woll as correct tlieil Faults, and not 
aggravate their Sins, which it may be. theit own 
Thoughts will ſuggeſt to theni under a more black 
and diſmab Apprehenſton than we would deſire 
they ſhould. Others therelate who muſt be treated 
with a greater Plainneſs. They muſt have the whole 
Danger and Guilt of their Sins laid freely before 
their _ And, as St. on expreſſes it, We dire 23. 
2 ave 
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e them with Fear, oulling them ont of the Fire, 
But yet even here we muſt be careful to convince 
them, that tho we hate their Vices, we are 
concerned for their Welfare; and that 'tis our Zeal 
for that, which makes us ſo earneſt to reprove and 
correct thoſe. 

Mar. x.16- Thus muſt we joyn the Wiſdom of the Serpent, 

- ng ix. to the Innocency of the Dove : And become all things 
#0 all Men, that by any means we may gain ſome. 
And in obſerving hereof, we ſhall not only be 
likely to do the moſt Good; but ſhall take the 
beſt courſe to prevent thoſe Oppoſiti tions, which 
generally lie againſt ſuch Attempts. 
But if after all our Care, we ſhall ſtill be fo 

4 unhappy as neither to be able to perfwade others, 

VB nor even to fecure our {elves from yt and Per- 

ſecution; yet ſtall, 

| 3dly, We muſt reſolve nevertheleſs to go on 

in our Endeavours, and look for that Reward of 

| our Work from God, which the Obſtinacy and 

Wickedneſs of Men deny to us. 

= It is no new thing to ſee the beſt Men, and the 

| moſt worthy Undertakings oppoſed, and tradu- 

|  ced by thoſe who are Enemies to both; and that 

. notwithſtanding all their Care and Diligence to 

6 Mar xi. prevent it. John the Baptiſt went to work in 
way of Roughneſs and Severity. He came neither 

| eating nor drinking; and the reſult was, that they 

i faid He had a Devil. Our Saviour Chriſt came in 


the common way of other Men: He eat and __ 
an 


—  — — 


—ͤ—6—E̊— — cane. 
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Hßĩccieties fe or Reff mar. jon of Mamers. be 2 ? 


* y 


Bibber; a Friend of Publicans and Sinners. 


T bus the Fews decry'd theſe Holy Perſons here- 


tofore; and thus others continue to reproach the 


and converſed free! y among the People. And of 
him they faid, Behold a gluttonous Man and a Wine 


beſt Men now. The Diſciple is not above his Mar. x. | 


called the Maſter of the Houſe Belzebub, we ought 


not to wonder, if they much more call them of his 


24, 26. 


Maſter; nor the Serwant above his Lord. If they hae 


Houſbold ſo. But V iſdom is juſtified of her Chil- vas. xi. 


dren: This was no Hindrance, nor Difcourage. 


ment to them heretofore, nor ſhould it be any to 
us now. We muſt go on, as they did, againſt all 


E 


Oppoſition, and not give over our Endeavours, tho' 
not only Scandals and Reproaches, but Loſſes and 
Perſecutions, or even Death it ſelf ſhould threaten 


us in the purſuit of them. 


This if we do, we ſball not Joſe our Reward : If 


we thus endure to the end, we ſball be ſaved. Nay, 
we ſhall not only be ſaved, but ſhall be titled to 
a greater Degree of Glory in God's Kingdom. 


Every Sinner whom we convert, ſhall add both ro: 


our Security and to our Exaltation. And: we ſhall 


be by ſo much the more honoured by God in the 


other World, by how much the more we do and 
ſuffer in the Discharge of our Duty, and for the 
Promotion of Vertue and Piety in this. 
And now ſhall not need to ſay that in treating 
of this Subject in general, I have all along had a 


particular regard to you who have ina more eſpe- . 


_ cial 
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cial manner dedicated your ſelves to this good 
Work of RETORMIN G the MANNERS, and correct- 


ing of the Vices of a wicked and ſcandalous World. 


Who have formed your ſelves into SociETIES, and 
fix d upon the wiſeſt Rules and Methods to make 


Chriſtianity indeed effectual to the great end of 
its Inſtitution; the Glory of God, and the Sancti. 
fication of Mankind: And whoſe Labours God 
has bleſſed with a plentiful Encreaſe, to the bet- 
tering of the preſent Age, and to a well. grounded 
Hope of providing for a general Converſion of that 


which is to ſucceed. Inſomuch that your Zeal has 


been influential even to Foreign Countries: Who 
have not only applauded your Piety, but have 
follow'd your Example; and begun, in like man- 
ner, to promote the Intereſts of Religion not in 
Profeſſion, but in Practice; not in the Outward 
Form of Godlineſs, but in the Inward Power and 


Spirit of it. 


Io offer you any Arguments to perſwade you 
to go on, and abound more and more in the ſame 
Zeal which you have for many Vears fhe wn in this 
uſeful Undertaking, would be to injure your Pie- 
PE as if it needed to be provoked. No, Tam per- 

waded you have too well confider'd the preſent 

Uſefulneſs, and the future Reward of what you 
have been doing, to want any Exhortation, not to 
be weary or faint in your Minds. I ſhall therefore 
inſtead of inſiſting upon any ſuch Arguments end 
all with my hearty Vows to Almighty God, fo th 
. | B ing 


Heier for Reformation of Manners. 3 1 | 


kleſſing upon your Endeavours: That he would {6 
ſtrengthen and confirm you in the Proſecution of 
them, that no Difficulties or Diſcouragements may 
ever prevail wirh yoù to depart from them. 

May your Proceedings be temper with an equal 
Mixture of Zeal and Prudence; of Piety towards 
God, and of Charity towards thoſe whole Refor. 
mation you deſire and labour to procure! 
May you be the happy Inſtruments of reſtoring 
not only a true Senſe and Practice of Religion among 
Men, but of Peace and Unity to a divided People!” 
Without which, tis much to be feared, true Reli- 
gion will hardly Ws fubſi ſt, much leſs flouriſhand: 
encreaſe . 

May Men learn by you Exariple, ut luft | 
ions and Exhortations, to love God, androverencs 
his Sanctuary: And ſo to hold faſt to the Commu- 
nion of the "eſtabliſh d Church, that there may be 
neither any Schiſms in it, nor Separations from it; 
but we may all with one Mind, and one Moith glb. * XV; 
 rifie God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt... 
May Parents, by your Zeal, be excited to take 
that due Care they ought, to bez: "up their Chil- rigs We, 
dren in the Nurture and Atlmonition. of the Lord | 
Mafters to provide for the Souls, as well as Bodies: 
of their-Serwants ! May the Rich be taug rare. you 
to be charitable and condeſtending to che Foor. 
The Poor to love and honour the Reb. -and to glo- 
{ ite God on their behalf! May our Magiſtrates 

be moved by 1228 Example, more e to do 
theres 
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, ation. 
a Word: May we all be perſwaded to joyn in one 


"I Duty; by by pu _ the Lawsina vigorous: Exc: 
againſt all Profaneneſs and Immorality! In 


Common Society with you for the fame bleſſed 
Ends, of correcting firſt our ſelves, and then others; 


, na + that the Nowe of G and bis en may no more 


be 
- 


be blaſphemed among us. 
This will ſhew us to be Thironghly Keie, 
deed : Not in the unhappy Senſe that has ſome- 
times been put upon that Phraſe; to the utter over-- 
throwing of all Order and Decency in the Church 
but in the true Import of the Ee To be 
as pure in our Lives, as we are holy in dur Pro. 4 
feſſion; and in both ſuch as e the = 
* heiſt. And if we thus glatifie God on Earth, 1 
I not Fail of being goed by Him in He 
Kingdows: But from this ſhort State of Prabation 
here, ſhall be tranſlated to thoſe Eternal Bleſſingss 
of which our Apoſtle ſpeaks; M hich neither By 4 
has ſeen, nor Ear beard, nor does it enter into OO 1 
Heart of Man to conceive : TE 


To which, God of bis in * Ma bunch 8 
bring us all; throngh the Merits und Interceſ-. 
Lp of bis. Bleſſ ſed Son Jeſus Chriſt ew Lords 
Jo whom with the Father and the Holy Gheſt 4 

be all Honour and e Jen now. 0 1 eme 
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